2025 SOUTH TEXAS FALL CHAMPIONSHIPS
GAME DAY PROCEDURES

BEFORE THE GAME:

e Ensure your team has earned qualification through your Member Association

e Fall Championships online registration (can be completed by teams or Member Association depending
on Member Associations procedures) Confirm with your Member Association how payment will be
made for the event

o Division II: $525.00 | Division Ill: $450.00

e Complete and upload Online Check-In documents through your team’s GotSport profile. Mandatory

online check-in must be complete by 5:00pm on November 30th.

Please submit the documents below via GotSport to complete online check-in:

o Official State Roster (request from your Member Association registrar)
o Event Checklist
o Code of Ethics
e Read and understand the most current version of the Competitions Manual & Event Rules.
o No player will be allowed to play with a hard cast (padded or otherwise).
e Virtual or Physical Member Player Passes, with current passport style photo.

e Ensure Adult Team Officials (max of 4) have a current physical pass, printed and laminated with a
current passport style photo.

e Ensure team has two (2) uniform options: one light and one dark with affixed numbers to the back of
the jersey.

e Check event schedule in GotSport for your team’s game dates, times, and field numbers.

e Secure necessary travel arrangements. Check STX Event webpage for resources.

e Understand the 50% Play Rule for Players in attendance at each scheduled game, unless sick or injured.

e Communicate with the appropriate Event Director regarding any questions, concerns, or interpretation
of the rules.

ROSTER MANAGEMENT

Rosters will be cloned administratively in GotSport from your 2025-26 Member Association Registration Event
(Official STYSA Roster/Cards). Teams will not need to build their roster at any point for this event. Please refer to
the event rules for specific rostering regulations.

e Ensure jersey numbers and photos meet STYSA guidelines on your official Member Association rosters.

CLUB PASS AND GUEST PLAYERS

e Guest Players are not allowed in this competition.
e Club Pass Players are not allowed in this competition.

GAME BALL

e Teams should be prepared to provide a game quality ball at every district playoff game.
e A game quality ball will be provided at Division Il State Finals by STX Soccer.
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MISCONDUCT BOOKING(S) AND SUSPENSIONS

Individual misconduct bookings accumulated during STYSA sanctioned fall league games shall be extended into
the Fall Championships District Playoffs and State Finals events. Suspensions received during STYSA sanctioned
fall league games shall be extended into the Fall Championships events. Coaches are responsible for maintaining
their individual cautions and ejections and the individual cautions and ejections of their players. Players are also
responsible for maintaining their individual cautions and ejections.

Please reference the STX Administrative Handbook — Progressive Discipline System. The minimum penalty for an
ejection is the player or team official not being permitted to participate in the next scheduled game for his or
her team. This penalty may be increased in accordance with Section 4 of the STX Youth Soccer Administrative
Handbook.

EVENT HEADQUARTERS / AMENITIES

Each event site will have an event headquarters with an event coordinator should you have any questions or
concerns. STX Soccer strives to provide the following at each event site:

e Certified Athletic Trainers (ATC)

e Restrooms

e Concessions

e Awards Area (presentation and photos)

e Fine Designs (Official STX Soccer Event Merchandiser)

AT THE GAME:

UNIFORMS

Each player must wear a uniform with a number on the back of the shirt. Duplicate numbers are NOT permitted.
All teams are required to attend each game with two (2) sets of jerseys and socks for all of its players; one set of
light-colored jerseys and socks, and a second set of dark-colored jerseys and socks.

e The team listed first (Home) on the schedule must wear their lighter colored jersey and socks.

e The team listed second (Away) on the schedule must wear their darker colored jersey and socks.

e When both teams are following the rule correctly and there is a conflict in uniform color, the team listed
first (Home Team) on the schedule must change. The referee’s judgment regarding any other type of
team color change is final.

SUBSTITUTES
Players should be wearing an alternate color or scrimmage vest while on the sideline.

Procedure: player at halfway line, during stoppage of play, and received signal from referee.
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SPECTATOR AREAS

Spectators are to occupy the opposite side of the field from the teams on the same end of the field as
their team bench area, not intermingled.

Coaches/Managers are required to maintain control of the players and their team’s spectators on the
sideline. A coach or an assistant coach may be cautioned/ejected by a referee for the misconduct of a
spectator of the team which he/she coaches.

Misconduct by a parent, fan, or supporter can be investigated and disciplinary action can be taken by
any of the various levels which have jurisdiction over the team under the jurisdiction of the member
association and its affiliates.

PLAYER AND TEAM OFFICIAL CHECK-IN

The teams will occupy the same side of the field. Teams are to remain on their half of the field between
the halfway line and eighteen yards from the goal.
STX Soccer will provide referees with the official game card.
In the event that a player is present but will not be playing, the coach must inform the referee and the
opposing coach as to the reason that player will not participate.

o Inactive players must be crossed off on the game card
At every game, each team coach or manager must have proof of his or her players’ registration available
for inspection by the game referee(s). Acceptable forms: physical laminated US Youth Soccer/STX Soccer
ID Card for each player with the player’s current photo OR a Virtual Player Pass from GotSport with the
player’s current photo in accordance with STYSA Rule 3.2.9.

o GotSport Help Link: How to Access Virtual Player Cards

Adults who will be on the team sideline (maximum of 4) must present a current and valid Adult
Participation Pass (KidSafe) to the referee prior to the game and must have it visibly displayed during the
game.

AFTER THE GAME:

The referee shall fill out the official Match Card to include misconduct codes and any notes.

The coach or manager from each team is required to sign the completed Match Card prior to leaving the
field. PLEASE REVIEW ALL INFORMATION PRIOR TO SIGNING.

The signed Match Card will be kept by the referee and tuned into the STX Soccer event coordinator for
review and score entry.

PROTESTS

A protest is related to a specific game and is filed by one of the involved team officials. Only those teams
involved (not third parties) are permitted to protest a game result. Judgement calls by the referee may
not be protested.
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e Any protest must be orally lodged with the opposing coach and referee at the field of play as well as
noted on the Match Card prior to submission to the referee.

e The Protest Fee of $250.00 must be received at the STX Soccer Headquarters within 30 minutes of the
completion of the game that is being protested and must be accompanied by a written letter describing
the details of the protest.

ADVANCEMENTS / AWARDS

Advancement scenarios to Fall Championships Division Il State Finals Weekend will differ based on the number
of teams participating in each age group/gender at the district competition. Advancement determination for
each age group will be posted on the South Texas website after the number of teams/groups in each age group
is finalized.

All teams will be provided with event logo bag tags. The 1st and 2nd place finishers at the District Playoffs for
Division Il will pick up their medals at the Event HQ. Division Il teams may not receive medals if a Final is not
played; Division Il teams will advance to the Fall Championships State Finals. Division Il District Playoffs winners
may be determined by the inter-District matchup during the State Finals event weekend in place of a Final.

ADDITIONAL CONSIDERATIONS:

INCLEMENT WEATHER GUIDELINES

e Monitoring weather conditions is the responsibility of STX Soccer officials, coaches, facility directors and
club administrators. Perry Weather is the official weather safety platform utilized by STX Soccer.

e Lightning policy — If any lightning strike occurs within a radius of 10 miles or less to the event location,
play will be stopped immediately for a minimum of 30 minutes and shall not resume for a minimum of
30 minutes following the last lightning or thunder observed within the 10 miles radius.

o If play is stopped due to lightning, all fields must be cleared, and all attendees must seek shelter
within their vehicle. Trees, pavilions, and tents do not provide sufficient shelter.

e Heat Guidelines — One, two (2) minute water break per half with running time is recommended when
the Heat Index is above 90 degrees Fahrenheit. Two, two (2) minute water breaks per half with running
time is recommended when the Heat index is about 100 degrees Fahrenheit. Water Breaks are
implemented by tournament staff, not by agreements between coach/referees.

o Cold Weather Guidelines —

o Temperature* Recommended Adjustments:
= 46° and higher — No adjustments
= 36°-45° - Allow additional clothing as detailed below
= 30°-35°-Shorten games by 5 minutes per half
= 29°and lower — Suspend games
o *Temperature means the wind chill index or the ambient temperature if no wind is present (you

should use the lower of the two temperatures for this purpose).
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[Additional Clothing Rules Below] Players should be allowed to dress in appropriate clothing to
accommodate in colder temperatures.

Allowable Additional Clothing Clothing Not Allowed
* Long sleeve shirt, sweatshirt, jacket (must | The following items present a safety hazard and
be worn under jersey so referee can see should not be allowed to be worn during games:
number) e Hooded sweatshirts and hooded jackets
e Long pants, tights, leggings, sweatpants e Ear muffs
e Gloves or mittens e Scarves

e Stocking caps without straps

e Headbands, ear warmers

e Additional socks (under uniform socks)




